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IELTS - Writing Part 2
Topic: Home & neighborhood

Pham Thi Linh
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Let’s warm up with speaking part 1
• How often do you see your neighbours?

• Do you invite your neighbours to your home?

• Do you think you are a good neighbour?

• Has a neighbour ever helped you?

• How well do you know the people who live next door to you?

• What kinds of problems do people sometimes have with their neighbours?

• Do you like the neighbourhood you live in?

• What do you do in your neighbourhood in your free time?

• What new things would you like to have in your neighbourhood?

• Would you like to live in another neighbourhood in your town or city?

22021 – Linh Pham Thi IELTS Writing Part 1
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Describe your neighbour.

You should say:
• What kind of relationship you have with 

them
• How often you meet him/her
• Whether they are a goof person 

and explain why you like/dislike this neighbour.

Describe something you liked very much which you bought for 
your home.

You should say:
• What you bought
• When and where you bought it
• Why you chose this particular thing

and explain why you liked it so much.

Describe the ideal home that you would like to live in.

You should say:
• What your ideal home would look like
• Where it would be
• Who would live in the home with you

and explain why you would like to live there.

Describe your neighbourhood.

You should say:
• What the area is like
• Where it is
• What you think can be improved

and explain what you like or dislike about the neighbourhood.

Describe a house/apartment that someone you 
know lives in.

You should say:
• Whose house/apartment this is
• Where the house/apartment is
• What it looks like inside

and explain what you like or dislike about this 
person’s house/apartment.
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Agenda

Grammar – tenses

Types of questions

Structure for the essay

Vocabulary & grammar

2021 IELTS Writing Part 1 5
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Grammar
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When do we use what?

• Present simple, present continuous

• Past simple, past continuous

• Present perfect, present perfect continuous

• Past perfect, past perfect continuous

72021 – Linh Pham Thi IELTS Writing Part 1
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NowPast 2Past 3

I do / I am doingI started doing
I had done / I had  
been doing

I was doing

I finished doing

Past 1

I have just done

I have done / I have been doing
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Verb tenses exercise – tell a story, it is 6.30pm now

• 10:00 - Have breakfast with a cup of coffee

• 11:00 - Read a book

• 8:00 - Wake up to a phone call

• 8:30 - Go for a run - while running run into friend and talk

• 12:00 - Have lunch with co-workers - while having lunch, talk about Jane’s wedding

• 13:00 - Run some errands in the city - realized yesterday that there is no milk

• 15:00 - Go home and do housework

• 18:00 - Have dinner - while having dinner, you called

92021 – Linh Pham Thi IELTS Writing Part 1
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Extra content 
in lesson, taken
out of sample
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Types of questions – task 2
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Introduction
• Formal-style essay, argumentative

• 40 minutes, minimum 250 words

• Assessed on the ability to:
• Present a clear, relevant, well-organized argument

• Giving evidence or examples to support ideas

• Use language accurately

• Marking based on:
• Task response

• Coherence and cohesion

• Lexical resource

• Grammatical range and accuracy

12
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List of common types of questions

• Opinion

• Discussion

• Advantage/disadvantage

• Direct question

• Solution

132021 – Linh Pham Thi IELTS Writing Part 1
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Opinion

• Presented with someone else’s opinion and you are 
asked if you agree or disagree with it

• Opinion will often have flaws in it

• Instruction examples:
• To what extent do you agree?

• Do you agree (or disagree)?

• What’s your opinion?

142021 – Linh Pham Thi IELTS Writing Part 1

Many people think that to become a successful 
specialist, it’s better to choose a career early in 
life and never change it later.

To what extent do you agree with this view? 

Support your opinion with relevant examples.
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Extra content 
in lesson, taken
out of sample
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Structure for the essay
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What does an essay consist of?
• Paragraphs with clear goals, organized form

• Structure:
1. Introduction: Introducing the issue, paraphrasing description

2. Body of the essay

3. Summary

172021 – Linh Pham Thi IELTS Writing Part 1 17
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Discussion – sample essay

182021 – Linh Pham Thi IELTS Writing Part 1

Completing university education is thought by some to 
be the best way to get a good job. On the other hand, 
other people think that getting experience and 
developing soft skills is more important.

Discuss both views and give your opinion.

Source: ieltsliz.com
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Extra content 
in lesson, taken
out of sample
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Vocabulary
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Extra content 
in lesson, taken
out of sample
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Wrap-up

9/3/20XX Presentation Title 22

Describe an interesting historic place.

You should say:
• What it is
• Where is it located
• What you can see there now

and explain why this place is interesting.

Your favourite place

• What place do you most like to visit?
• How often do you visit this place?
• Why do you like it so much?
• Is it popular with many other people?
• Has is changed very much since you first went there?
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homework

Many countries are experiencing population 
growth and need more homes. 

Should these new homes be constructed in 
existing cities or should new towns be built in 
the countryside?

Writing task 2
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